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Draft text for Nathan cartoons

“Nathan the Wise” is a book by Gotthold Ephraim Lessing. It was published in 1779 and is
one of the most important works of the Enlightenment. That was a time when people in
Europe thought a lot about their rights and freedoms. Lessing, the German writer and
philosopher, argues in it for friendship regardless of origin and religion. Nathan has the
leading role in this theatre play.

——————————————————————————

Do you know Nathan?

Perhaps you have already heard about how kind and understanding Nathan was to his
fellow human beings, or about his great knowledge. That is why he is also called Nathan the
Wise.

One day, Nathan was asked by his friend Saladin which religion was the true one: Judaism,
Christianity or Islam. Nathan sat down, thought for a moment and answered by telling a
story:

——————————————————————————

“Once upon a time,” he said, “there was a rich man who owned a precious ring. It was said
that the ring had a mysterious power. If a person wore the ring and firmly believed in its
power, this person would be loved by God and their fellow humans. - What a great power,
isn't it?”

Saladin listened intently.

“That's why the ring has been guarded for generations as his family's most precious
treasure,” Nathan continued. “It was always passed on to the child with the kindest and
purest heart.

It so happened, however, that the ring eventually came into the possession of a father who
had three children. He loved them all equally and didn't want to favour any of them. Because
they all had hearts full of love. So at some point, the father decided to have two perfect
copies of the ring made in secret.”

“A good idea,” said Saladin. “Well,” said Nathan, “actually, yes.

When the father died, each child was given a ring but they didn't know which ring was the
real one. But then suddenly the three children started arguing. Because each child thought
they had the real ring.”

Saladin interrupted Nathan excitedly: “Oh, like the three religions, right?” “Exactly,” said
Nathan. “What happened next?” Saladin was now keen to know.
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“To resolve the dispute, they went to a judge,” Nathan continued. “But to their surprise, even
the judge couldn't decide which ring was the real one. To him, they all seemed to be perfect.

Instead, the judge asked the children to simply live as if each of them was wearing the real
ring on their finger, acting well and justly. In this way, they could show which ring really had
the power to do good in the world.

The judge believed that at some point in the future it might be possible to decide which ring
was the real one. But perhaps the real ring was lost many years ago? Who knows.”

“What a great story!” Saladin smiled from ear to ear. “The most important thing is that we
respect each other, help each other and become friends, no matter what we believe in, no
matter which ring might be the real one.”

Both sat together for a long time. They talked about their feelings and vowed to pay even
more attention to peace, compassion and tolerance from now on

——————————————————————————

Today we know that there are many more than just three rings. Because in Nathan's story,
each ring represents a faith, a religion.

Through his story, Nathan explains that no religion is the only true one. Even the wisest
judge of all people cannot decide this. Rather, every religion and belief can be true and right
if its followers act lovingly and justly. So it depends on how we humans live and if we do
what is truly good.

What do you think? Is this the real secret of such a ring, that it reminds you to live justly and
well? Take a look, you probably wear one on your finger too, even if it may be invisible to
other people. It stands for your personal faith, for your ideas about the world.

What could your ring look like that has the mysterious power to do good through you? You
are invited to draw your idea of what it could look like. [Just for the later video: Send us your
picture and show it to the whole world on: https://nathan.world]
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